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By Jim Purcell
  Through an array of programs 
aimed at the whole family, How-
ell Township’s Public Library 
wants to demonstrate a com-
mitment to developing reading 
skills not only in babies, tod-
dlers and young people, but also 
in making it a family activity for 
Mom, Dad and siblings.
  Library programs range from 
Baby Storytime, for ages 10-23 
months; Toddler Storytime, for 
ages 2 to 3-1/2 years; Family 
Storytime, for all ages;  and 
Schoolage Storytime, for kin-
dergarten and up. 
  According to Howell Township 
Library Branch Manager Di-
anne Rieth, most of the library’s 
reading programs have been in 
place, in one form or the other, 
for more than 30 years. Howev-
er, the newest of the programs, 
Baby and Toddler storytimes, 
were only added about four 
years ago, though they have 
both been well-received by 
library patrons.

By Jim Purcell
  In Howell Township, there may still be 
snow on the ground but that isn’t keeping 
the Township Council from already starting 
work on the upcoming annual budget.
  During an interview with The Howell 
Times last week, Deputy Mayor William 
Gotto said he and his fellow lawmakers on 
the governing body (Mayor Robert Walsh 
and councilpersons Rob Nicastro, Susan 
Schroeder and Pauline Smith) are already 
considering the next spending plan for the 
municipality.
  Last year, the township’s operating bud-
get was roughly 
$42 million.
  But following 
the passage of 
a 2 percent mu-
nicipal budget 
cap  i n i t ia t ive 
last year, which 
states towns in 
New Jersey can-
not raise their tax levies by more than 2 
percent, there is much confusion.
  “Gov. Chris Christie said there would be 
a ‘toolbox’ law passed that would explain 
to municipal governments what is and is 
not involved when it comes to the 2 per-
cent cap,” Gotto said. For example, there 
are some expenses that are going to be, 
it is thought, exempted from the cap law, 
which would allow the town to include those 
exempted expenses into the tax levy. “But, 
nothing ever happened and no ‘toolbox’ 
was ever passed.”
  In January, Gotto said any state aid that 
is coming will be identified and there will 
not even be a working document regarding 
the budget until March. The budget process 
will be ongoing through April and May, 
with “very active input from the public, 
which this council is seeking.” As 2011 

Howell Library Takes
 Sharp Aim At Youth Reading

--Photo By Jim Purcell
Howell Public Library Children’s Librarian Veronica Chris says reading programs are greatly 
helping with early childhood literacy development.

Gotto: Work 
Is Already 

Under Way To 
Economize For 

New Budget

By Jim Purcell
  Festive Flutes is embarking on its 
annual season for touring libraries 
throughout Monmouth and Ocean 
counties, and the group’s first stop 
is at the Howell Township Library. 
According to Festive Flutes founder 
and director Marjorie Koharski, the 
group has been touring libraries for 
more than 20 years.
  The performance will take place 
Saturday, February 19 between 
2 and 3 p.m. and include perfor-
mances by composers like Mozart 
and Brahms, nocturns, serenades, 

folk music and “things associated 
with the night,” Koharski said.
  Her group of flutists for the perfor-
mance includes: Carol Wasserman, 
Emily Skarbowski, Gwendolyn 
Morris and herself.
  Howell Township Library Branch 
Manager Dianne Rieth said she looks 
forward to the Festive Flutes making 
their yearly trek to the town.
  “I really see the library as being 
someplace that should be a com-
munity center,” she said. “Festive 
Flutes fits right into my idea of 

--Photo Courtesy Of Marjorie Koharski
Marjorie Koharski is a master flutist who formed Festive 
Flutes 25 years ago, and will be performing at the Howell 
Township Public Library on Saturday, February 19.

Howell Is The First Stop For 
Festive Flutes’ Library Tour

(Reading - See Page 12)

(Flutes’ - See Page 3)

Project Homeless Connect Touches Many
MONMOUTH COUNTY - Monmouth County’s annual Project Homeless Connect was held 
recently in Asbury Park, Freehold and Red Bank. 

“The township 
is still in 
a difficult 

financial time.” 
-- Deputy Mayor 
William Gotto

(Budget - See Page 3)
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having a program each month that is good 
for all ages of people.”
  Rieth, who was a teacher for many 
years previously, said that being exposed 
to music is always a positive thing for 
young people, and augments students’ 
academic development. “So, Festive 
Flutes are a very nice tradition here in 
Howell,” she said.
  Koharski said the group’s original 
concept, years ago, was directed at per-
forming before audiences of children. 
However, older people, especially senior 
citizens, began taking an active interest 
in attending performances. This culmi-
nated in the group largely performing 
before adult audiences these days, with 
only some children in attendance.
  Nevertheless, Koharski said her group’s 
per for mances a re also educat ional 
events, as she explains some details 
about the music being performed to the 
crowds.
  Koharski herself has been a f lute player 
since the seventh grade, and took private 

takes shape, Gotto said the town’s budget 
is a key concern.
  “The council members are always getting 
reports,” Gotto said. “For example, Mr. 
Nicastro is already analyzing the budget 
more than me, looking for places to save 
money.”
  Gotto said Nicastro is analyzing line items 
to find even $1,000 savings. “If you find 10 
or 20 $1,000 areas to save in, then it makes 
a dent,” he said.
  Gotto said he needs residents to understand 
that “the township is still in a difficult fi-
nancial time and that we are facing the tail 
end of the recovery and the council is very 
open to anyone’s ideas about economizing 
and saving the town money.”
  Adding to the township’s economic chal-
lenges is the more than $60,000 spent 
during this winter to keep municipal roads 
and thoroughfares open for traffic. Previ-
ously, Walsh had stated that economic aid 
relative to this expense was requested from 
Trenton. However, there is still no word 
about when or even if that aid will be real-

instruction and even some college cours-
es in music to hone her craft. Today, she 
still engages in an hour of practice daily 
in maintaining her playing edge.
  Koharski’s musical resume also in-
cludes being a member of the Monmouth 
County Symphony Orchestra and princi-
pal f lutist with the Manalapan Symphony 
Orchestra. She is also a former faculty 
member of the Monmouth Conserva-
tory of Music, as well as being a current 
member of the New York Flute Club and 
National Flute Association.
  Professionally, Festive Flutes’ founder 
is a retired educator who still keeps 
her hands in teaching, though to f lute 
players in her hometown of Neptune. 
According to Koharski, Festive Flutes 
does include new f lutists, and there are 
auditions for places in the group each 
year around July.
  For more information about Festive 
Flutes, go to their Web site at festive-
f lutes.com or call Koharski directly at 
732-922-2273. To get in touch with the 
Howell Township Public Library, call 
732-938-2300, or go to their Web site, 
at monmouthcountylib.org.

ized. On February 1, the governing body 
adopted a resolution to refill the depleted 
Snow Trust Fund.
  “There has been a great deal of snow this 
winter. Resident safety has to come first. 
And, no one has any idea how much snow 
is ahead of us,” Gotto said.
  According to the deputy mayor, from the 
outset, 2011’s budget already has some is-
sues present. “There are a couple of things 
hurting the township. There has been a 
decrease in the municipal collection rate 
on our taxes and an overall decrease in 
revenue,” he said.
  Gotto said the governing body needs to ei-
ther fill gaps in the budget or, quite possibly, 
seek to find places to reduce services. In any 
case, Gotto said the governing body has yet 
to receive all of its numbers. Subsequently, 
the council will “decide where it is at.”
  Yet, Gotto said, an imperative throughout 
the upcoming budget process will be open 
and transparent government to the greatest 
degree possible. “There are certain things, 
which by law, the council cannot disclose. 
However, everything that can be disclosed 
to the public during this process will be,” 
he concluded.

  MONMOUTH COUNTY - Don’t let a little 
thing like winter keep you from enjoying golf. 
Although the weather at times might be fright-
ful, Monmouth County is lucky enough to enjoy 
some mild days this time of year. Even better, the 
Monmouth County Park System keeps Bel-Aire 
and Shark River golf courses open year round. 
Winter golf rates, $12 at Shark River’s and 
Bel-Aire’s 18-hole courses and $8 at Bel-Aire’s 
9-hole course through March 14. Both county 
and non-county golfers enjoy the same discount 
during this time period. No need to worry about 
purchasing a golf ID card since only walk-on 
play is available during the winter months.
  Shark River will offer temporary tees and 
greens on its championship 18-hole golf course 
located on Old Corlies Avenue in Neptune, 
while Bel-Aire’s executive 9-hole and 18-hole 
courses on Allaire Road in Wall will have their 
regular season tees and greens. A welcome 
addition to winter golf is the availability of 
power carts at Shark River. The cost is $17.25. 
At Bel-Aire, golfers can rent power golf carts 
for $13.50 for 18 holes or $11.75 for 9 holes 
(tax included in prices). Weather permitting, 
both courses will be open daily with tee times 
available from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
  To learn more about the park system’s winter 
golf season, please visit www.monmouthcoun-
typarks.com or call the park system at 732-842-
4000. For persons with hearing impairment, 
the TTY/TDD number is 711. The Monmouth 
County Park System is celebrating its golden 
anniversary of keeping the county green and 
livable, since the Board of Chosen Freeholders 
created the first county park in 1960. Today, 
the park system has grown to over 30 sites 
totaling more than 15,000 acres and offers 
approximately 4,000 recreation programs and 
activities, making it the perfect place to come 
outside and play.

Winter Golf Rates 
Offered At 

County Courses




